HAIR CUSTOMS

connected perhaps with the ancient Egyptian Horus lock,
giving the effect of a metropolitan policeman's helmet, or
recalling a certain Hindu caste. This is cut off only
at circumcision, after which time the hair is allowed to
grow normally.

Not less strange are the hair customs of the women. The
young girl's head is shaven in alternate stripes rather after
the manner of a poodle, a brow fringe being left; the back of
the head is shaven like a tonsure, except for three or four
narrow plaits. When she is betrothed, customarily at the
age of thirteen or fourteen, the hair is everywhere allowed
to grow freely. Within a month after marriage has
taken place, as a sign that she is maiden no longer, a
long strip of skin about three-eighths of an inch wide
is removed with a razor, like a parting through the
centre of the head, so that hair never grows there again1
- a scalping operation extremely painful and sometijnes
fatal.

Women paint their faces on ordinary occasions with a
curious pattern of striped black markings, on festive
occasions with red, black and green paint. The common
face paint pattern produces a rather elaborate clownish
effect. A continuous black stripe borders the brow hair,
cheeks, jaw and chin. Another black line circles the
nostrils and runs straight across the cheek on each side to
the ear-hole. Straight bars for the eyelashes are at each
extremity carried slightly up towards the temple; there are
two short vertical lines under the eyes. Broad black stripes
encircle the throat. There may be a spot of vermilion in
the centre of the forehead, Hindu fashion, and the lips will

1 The presence of pubic and armpit hair in the female is not permissible.
She removes it by plucking, using a wax of frankincense.
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